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My Name is Katie Howard.  I am 9 years old and in 4th grade at Ann 
Anntolini School in New Hartford Connecticut.  I am here to support my 
sister Zoey Howard and to ask for more Dyslexia training for teachers.  I 

support HB 7254 An Act Requiring Special 
Education Teachers to Complete a Program of 
Study in Evidence-Based Structured Literacy 
Interventions for Students with Dyslexia.    
Our Special Education Teachers should 
receive the required training that will support 
all struggling readers.  HB 7254 calls for a 
"Program of Study" in Dyslexia, for Special 
Educators within Institutes of Higher 
Education, which is needed.  I was amazed to 
find out this was not already a requirement.  
Districts should not have to pay for this 
training, this should be taught in college. 

HB 7254 aligns teacher preparation for special 
educators with evidence-based structured 
literacy, along with a requirement for 
supervised practicum hours, which is critical.  
This has been proven to work with Dyslexic 
students and all struggling readers. 

HB 7254 will allow special Education teachers 
to receive Dyslexia training as pre-service 
teacher candidates, before they graduate and 
reach our local school districts. HB 7254 is 
essential to meet the critical needs of students 
with Dyslexia. 

Special Education teachers need a program of 
study in Dyslexia within Higher Education so 
Zoey can come back to school with me. 

Thank you. 

Katie Howard  

New Hartford, CT 06057. 
 


